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              BOBBY SANABRIA
               
      

            
            Grammy®Nominee 2001 & 2008    
         Latin Grammy® Nominee 2003 & 2009                                                                         
                             Bobby Sanabria is equally adept at the swinging big band sounds of 




“Bobby Sanabria is equally adept at the swinging big-band sounds of
                            drummers Buddy Rich and Louis Bellson along with another boyhood
                            hero, fusion pioneer, Billy Cobham, and timbale titan, Tito Puente."


                                                                                                    - Bill Milkowski, JAZZ TIMES

Bobby Sanabria--drummer, percussionist, composer, arranger, recording artist, producer, educator and multi-Grammy® nominee--has performed with a veritable Who's Who in the world of jazz and Latin music, as well as with his own critically acclaimed ensembles. His diverse recording and performing experience includes work with such legendary figures as Dizzy Gillespie, Charles McPherson, Henry Threadgill, Tito Puente, Paquito D’Rivera, Ray Barretto, Mongo Santamaría, Marco Rizo, Arturo Sandoval, Chico O'Farrill, Candido, Francisco Aguabella, Larry Harlow, and the Godfather of Afro-Cuban Jazz, Mario Bauzá.


Bobby, the son of Puerto Rican parents, was born and raised in the "Fort Apache" section of New York City's South Bronx.  Inspired and encouraged by Maestro Tito Puente, another fellow New York-born Puerto Rican, Bobby obtained a Bachelor of Music degree from Berklee College of Music, receiving Berklee’s prestigious Faculty Association Award for his work as an instrumentalist.  Since, Bobby has become a leader in the jazz and Afro-Cuban fields as both a drummer and percussionist, and is recognized as one of the most articulate scholars of “la tradición” living today.  Grammy® nominated four times in his own right, he has also been featured on numerous other Grammy-nominated albums, including The Mambo Kings and other movie soundtracks, as well as numerous television and radio projects including award-winning 
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documentaries for PBS, Bravo, CBS, and The Smithsonian.  Mr. Sanabria was the drummer for eight years with the legendary “Father of the Afro-Cuban Jazz movement,” Mario Bauzá, and His Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra.  With them he recorded three CD’s which are considered to be definitive works of the Afro-Cuban big-band jazz tradition; two receiving Grammy nominations.  Mr. Sanabria was also featured with the Mario Bauzá orchestra in two PBS documentaries about Bauzá, in addition to other television appearances that include the Bill Cosby show with the Bauzá orchestra, and in a PBS documentary on the life of Mongo Santamaria. 


Bobby recently was nominated for a 2009 Latin Grammy® for the recording “Kenya Revisited Live!!” a recreation of Machito’s 1957 “Kenya” album with newly transcribed and enhanced arrangements of the original album’s 12 songs.  The music was presented in concert by the Manhattan School of Music Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra, directed by Bobby, with Candido Camero as guest soloist.  The concert was filmed for PBS and recorded for 2009 release. 
Bobby’s recording project, “Big Band Urban Folktales,” on the Jazzheads label, was nominated for a 2008 mainstream Grammy as Best Latin Jazz Album of the Year and won the 2008 Jazz Journalists’ Association Award for Best Latin Jazz Album of the Year.  It is proving to be his most lauded work, garnering critical acclaim for its futuristic approach to the Latin jazz big-band canon. 

 “…(Mr. Sanabria) expands the possibilities, moving the sound of bands like that of 

Puente and Machito, with all the heft and intricacy and clave-based dance rhythm, 

into the harmonically oriented sophistication of current New York jazz players.  It’s  


New York up and down, and back and forth across the last century, from the street 

to the mambo palaces to the conservatories.” 







– Ben Ratliff, The NY Times

A 2007 release, “El Espiritu Jibaro,” is a collaboration between legendary trombonist, Roswell Rudd, Puerto Rican cuatro virtuoso,Yomo Toro, and Bobby with his nonet Ascensión, available on the Sunnyside label.  Bobby also performed on drumset as well as produced the 2007 release, “Candido—Hands of Fire,” with Candido Camero. The DVD of Bobby and Ascensión’s scorching appearance at the 2006 Modern Drummer Festival is available through Hudson Music (view segment at www.bobbysanabria.com).  Bobby’s release “Afro-Cuban Dream...Live & In Clave!!!” recorded live at Birdland in New York City on the Arabesque label, features Bobby powering a big band of twenty all-stars.  Critically acclaimed worldwide, it has been hailed by both the jazz and Latin music cognoscenti as a masterpiece, and was nominated for a mainstream Grammy® as the Best Latin Jazz Album of 2001.  Afro-Cuban Dream...Live & In Clave!!! was also nominated for the Jazz Journalists Association 2001 Award for the Best Afro-Cuban Jazz Album of the Year.  “Quarteto Aché” on the ZOHO label, documents Bobby's virtuosity in a small group setting.  It was hailed a "classic" by Modern Drummer magazine, critically acclaimed by the New York Times, and nominated for Best Latin Jazz recording of 2003 by the Jazz Journalists Association.  In 1993 Mr. Sanabria and his nonet, Ascensión,  released “NYC Aché!” on Flying Fish Records (now available on Rounder Records).  It received worldwide acclaim and garnered four and a half stars in Downbeat magazine, as well as receiving a nomination for Best Record of the Year by the National Association of Independent Record Distributors (NAIRD).  

Mr. Sanabria has been the recipient of many awards, including an NEA grant as a jazz performer, various Meet the Composer awards, the INTAR Off-Broadway Composer award, and the Mid-Atlantic Foundation Arts Connect Grant for three successive years.  In 2003 he was presented with an "Outstanding Achievement Award" by Ivan Acosta, head of Latin Jazz USA, in recognition of Bobby's extraordinary creative contribution to Latin jazz.  He also received a 
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second Grammy nomination in 2003 for 50 Years of Mambo - A Tribute to Damaso Perez Prado.  Mr.  Sanabria  co-produced the nationally broadcast documentary, THE PALLADIUM - Where Mambo Was King,  for the BRAVO network, which received the award for Best Documentary for Cable Television in 2003.  His co-produced documentary, “From Mambo to HipHop—Music and Survival in the South Bronx,” was broadcast by PBS in 2006, winning the ALMA Award for Best Made-for-TV Documentary (DVD released 2008).  Mr. Sanabria was consultant to The Smithsonian on its historic four-year traveling exhibit, “Latin Jazz, La Combinación Perfecta” and also was featured in two of the Exhibit’s companion short films.  He is consultant and featured artist in a four-part documentary series, “Latin Music U.S.A.,” for PBS broadcast nationwide October 12 and 19, 2009.

In 2006, Mr. Sanabria was inducted into the “Bronx Walk of Fame” which included a permanent street named after him on the Bronx’ famed Grand Concourse in recognition of his contributions to music and the arts.  Recognized by the Bronx Borough President as the highest honor a Bronxite can achieve, he joins other illustrious Bronx notables including Stanley Kubrick, Colin Powell, Robert Klein, Rita Moreno, Diahann Carroll, Ray Barretto, Eddie Palmieri and others.  Mr. Sanabria was voted “Percussionist of the Year" for 2005 by the readers of DRUM! Magazine, a worldwide publication devoted to drums and percussion.  His three-part instructional video, “Getting Started on Congas,” available through Alfred Music, set an industry 
standard for all other instructional percussion videos to be judged.  Recognized as one of the
foremost authorities and educators of the jazz and Latin jazz genres, Mr. Sanabria’s work includes performing and lecturing from New York to Los Angeles and in numerous countries around the world.  He has been featured in numerous publications, including The NY Times, Downbeat, Jazz Times, and All About Jazz.com and writes for national publications, such as the New York Post, Modern Drummer, and DRUM! Magazine’s new TRAPS publication, to name a few.


By personal invitation of the U.S. Embassy, Bobby and his Quarteto Aché recently performed concerts in Armenia as the first ensemble ever to perform Latino-oriented jazz in that country.  The trip included a press conference and private concert for Armenia’s Heads of State in the capitol city of Yerevan, lecturing at the Yerevan Conservatory, and headlining the Yerevan Cascade Jazz Festival before an audience of 8,000, which was also broadcast throughout the country. Bobby has been featured as a guest conductor/soloist with the National All Star Jazz Orchestra of Calgary, Canada; The Nova Scotia All Star Jazz Big Band; the World Premiere of Marco Rizo’s Suite De Las Americas at the Mann Center in Philadelphia; and most recently the Amsterdam Conservertoire Jazz Orchestra at the North Sea Jazz Festival in 2006.  


In addition to being Chair of the former International Association of Jazz Education's (IAJE) Afro-Cuban Jazz Resource Team, Mr. Sanabria is rounding out his 16th year as an Associate Professor at the New School University's Jazz & Contemporary Music Program and has also been Professor at Manhattan School of Music since 1999.  He leads Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestras at both institutions, the only such student orchestras in the U.S.  He is a member of NARAS, LARAS, AF of M, BMI, SAG and the Universal Jazz Coalition. Mr. Sanabria proudly endorses TAMA drums, Sabian cymbals, Vic Firth sticks and mallets, Remo drum heads, Latin Percussion (LP), and Factory Metal percussion.

Contact for Mr. Sanabria:
Bev Montie, The Roberto Ocasio Foundation
P.O. Box 81230; Cleveland, OH 44181  U.S.A.
440.572.2048 / trof@robertoocasiofoundation.org



